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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is January 25th, 

2002. The time is 1:50 p.m. This is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the 

Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 

the City of New York. I'm conducting an 

interview with Firefighter Craig Carlsen 

from Ladder 8 in the quarters of Ladder 8. 

Q. Craig, just tell us the events as you 
recall them from September 11th. 

A. We were down at the medical office 
going for our annual medical. We got into the 
medical office. We heard that a plane had hit 
One World Trade Center, the north tower. When we 
got into the medical office, of course the TVs 
were on and everybody was focused on it. 

It was approximately five minutes to 9. 
As we were watching the events unfold, we 
realized our company was down there for it. 
That's when we saw the second plane hit. At that 
point we decided to find out from -- we had our 
medicals, and find out if we were supposed to 
leave or stay for our medicals, which we got 
permission to leave, and we left the medical 


office. 
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We went out into the street and 
commandeered a couple of cars. Some people went 
in one car, and another person and myself had 
gotten into an ambulance along with another 
lieutenant that was down at the medical office, 
and we proceeded over to my firehouse to pick up 
gear, we realized we had to pick up the gear to 
go down to the job. 

We pretty much got over into quarters 
of Ladder 8 at approximately 10 after 9 or so. 
We picked up our gear and proceeded down to the 
Trade Center. We almost caught a ride from 
Engine 235, and they had no room on their rig. 
They proceeded down, and we caught the next -- 
just a van that was going downtown. 

As we got down to the location, we got 
dropped off a couple of blocks away. I don't 
really recall what street we got dropped off on, 
but I think it was Barclay and West. The 
lieutenant and I traveled down to where Ladder 
8's rig was to find out, see if we could hook up 
with Ladder, looking for the command post. 

I proceeded into One World Trade Center 


into the front lobby. Just making it into the 
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door, I ran into 3 Truck, members of 3 Truck, 
which told us that there were numerous people 
trapped in elevator cars and that they needed 
forcible entry saws. 

So the lieutenant and I went out to 
look for forcible entry saws. Of course most of 
the rigs that were around the area, the first few 
rigs, there was really no tools even left on the 
rig at that point. So we had to go to -- I 
couldn't even tell you how many rigs we looked in 
before we actually found the saws. 

On my way back in towards coming back 
to Ladder 8's rig, coming around the rig, I had 
found a saw. I don't remember exactly what rig 
was from. I came to a complete halt because 
something came down and hit the street, and I 
didn't realize what it was until I looked up 
further and saw that there were bodies coming 
down, quite a few of them, which had to stop me 
in my place because I couldn't really get back 
into the building because of it. 

At that point the other officer that I 
was with, the lieutenant, decided -- we hooked up 


together, and we decided that we found where the 
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command post was now I guess relocated across the 
street on West, straight across from One World 
Trade Center. 

We decided that before we went back in 
the building let's see if we could pick up some 
masks and a radio before we got into the radio, 
and also check in with the command post. By this 
time I guess it was probably 20 to 10 or so. 

So we went over to the command post, 
which at that point my company that was at the 
medical office had just gotten there also. We 
all decided that we should just team up as a team 
before we went in to keep as a unit. Of course 
we checked in with the command post, and we were 
told to stand by. We checked in with Chief Ganci 
and a few other officers at the scene. 

AS we were waiting around, they told us 
to just stand by. They were doing something with 
the eight track system. They were trying to find 
out if they can figure out how they can control 
it. So they just us to stand by. 

We waited around I guess 10, 15 
minutes. AS we were standing there looking up, 


we were getting an idea of -- doing like a 
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size-up and you could see there were numerous 
people hanging out of the windows. Of course 
other parts of bodies dropping. 

I guess about three minutes later you 
just heard explosions coming from building two, 
the south tower. It seemed like it took forever, 
but there were about ten explosions. At the time 
I didn't realize what it was. We realized later 
after talking and finding out that it was the 
floors collapsing to where the plane had hit. 

We then realized the building started 
to come down. At that point everybody at the 
command post took off into -- there were two 
garages across. I guess it was by Two World 
Financial Center next to the Winter Garden, just 
a little bit south of the north bridge. 

Everybody took off into an underground garage. 

I made it in about 20 feet inside the 
door, and I tripped over an EMT who I guess broke 
his leg and was disabled. I pretty much just 
stayed there and tried to comfort him. Before I 
had gone into the garage, I grabbed a mask. 

At that point, that's when the building 


started to come down. It was already coming 
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down, and you could see the force of air coming 
towards you. I was just trying to drag the EMT 
down the ramp. That's when the blast came, and 
now you're just trying to don the mask. 

I don't remember -- time is now -- I 
don't have a clue with it. It seems like when it 
finished collapsing I heard somebody scream that 
we were trapped. We figured that the whole 
building came down on top of us and that we were 
trapped inside underneath the garage. 

I decided to just crawl out to see how 
far, if anything was actually up against the 
building and what-have-you. I just crawled out 
and did a search of the area of the command post 
and whatever else as far as you could go. At 
that point, that's when we realized that we 
actually weren't trapped into the building. 

We just waited for the dust to clear 
and did a search. I found a police officer 
lieutenant that needed help and took her out. I 
took her through the building and just her off on 
Vesey and West Street to other police officers, 
making my way through the building. 


I started heading back down towards 
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number One World Trade Center just from Vesey and 
West, going towards the north bridge. On my way 
back down, I was just looking, and I saw my 
company coming out of the building or actually 
from underneath the north bridge, 8 Truck coming 
out. One, two, three, four, five guys. I was 
happy to see them, that they got out. I knew 
they were in the building, but I wasn't 
absolutely sure what building they actually went 
into. 

As I ran into them, we just started 
heading back up north on West Street. We made it 
to approximately Vesey and West, which is just 
north of the bridge. Then the second building 
started to come down. 

At that point everybody just took off 
in all different directions. As far as I know, 
we just went north up West Street. I would guess 
we made it up to Barclay, maybe, and whatever it 
was knocked us down, the force of the wind or 
maybe pieces -- I had a Scott pack on. It 
knocked me down. I had lost the face piece. I 
just crawled underneath a DOT truck, one of the 


trucks, and just waited it out. This time I 
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thought we were so close that I was not going to 
make it. 

Pretty much the same thing, when it all 
started to clear a little bit -- you had a hard 
time just worrying about breathing. Same thing, 
when it started to clear, you did your searches, 
you picked up who you could, and just traveled 
northward. 

Of course everything was covered up and 
you didn't really -- I don't recall what members 
that you picked up because it was pretty chaos. 
You did what you could, and that was about it. 

Q. When the north tower was coming down, 
did you have any indication? Did you hear the 
explosions again? Did anybody warn you like they 
heard on the radio or anything like that? 

A. I didn't have a radio, because we were 
coming from the medical office. So I never did 
get a radio. So I wouldn't have heard that, if 
somebody had said it. 

You did hear the explosions. Of course 
after the first one -- the first one was pretty 
much looking at it like in awe. You didn't 


realize that this was really happening because 
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you kind of just stood there and you didn't 
really react as fast as you thought you were 
going to. 

The second one coming down, you knew 
the explosions. Now you're very familiar with 
it. Of course when I looked up, all I could see 
was the antenna coming down. You pretty much 
just pick up and take off. Everybody was on 
their own, I guess. 

Q. All right. Thank you, Craig. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 2:04 


p.m., and this concludes the interview. 


